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The savvy traveler’s guide to finding fun in Philadelphia

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

A Philly Holiday

Celebrate the holidays the Philadelphia
way with traditional tree lightings, visits
from Santa and classic performances.
BY REGAN STEPHENS
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he Holiday Season i the most wonderful tirne of wear most anywhere, but

BEST OF DECEMBER ! s
especially in the Jity of Brotherly Lowve. William Penn's squares anre bustling with

-
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winter markers and festivals, delicious treats abound and neighborhoods across the oty giow with some of the best and ighbest

light displavs. Theres so misch nappening, weve put together a convenient caiendar for the month of

Cecember 50 you Can maxe

the mast of the festve seaszon In Pniaceliphia. To see the full December schedule, head to wheretraveler.com/philadelphia.

December Dates

EAST PASSYUNK AVENUE

TREE LIGHTING PARTY—

Kick off the holiday season
with Pazsyunk Avenue Revitallza-

thian Corporation’s annual Christ-
rmas tree lighting party. Gather at
the Singing Fountain, enjoy hot
cocoa and bites from restaurants
on the Avenue and keep your
eyves peeled for Santa.

FRAMELIMN SQUARE

HOLIDAY FESTIVAL—

The Holiday Festival is
open untll B pm (and 9 pm on
weekends], so pop over to inject
some holiday spirft into your
wieel. The Winter Beer Garden
features cold breves and warming
fire pits and new thiz year s Ban's
Swoeets & Treats where yvou can
decorate haliday cookies, watch
gingerbread house demanstra-
tizns and fill up a goody bag
of treats from the comfart of 2
heated tent. Plus, other surprises
and fun, including mistletoe-
decked "selfie staticns” and train
rides for the kide,

CHRISTMAS VILLAGE

IN PHILADELPHIA —

Usually im LOVE Park, the
village charmingly modeled after
a tradithonal German holiday
market is relacating to City Hall
this wear to accommodate the
park's reconstraction. But fear
not, the new location will stifl

shiowrcase aver 0 vendors seiling
wooden ornaments, jewelry and
loads of other gifts and treats to
make holiday shopping easier,
and rmore fun, than ever. Cally
untll Cec. 24,

ROTHMAMICE RINK AT
6 DILWORTH PARK —

Channel a European win-
ter getaway while ice-shating at
Dibwaarth Park. With the magnifi-
cent City Hall backdrog, twinkling
lights and city lights combine to
illurnimate the night for skaters
and spectators alike.

CHRISTMAS LIGHT

SHOW AT MACY'S—

For 60 years, the historic
Wanamaker building has hosted
the Macy's Christmas Light Shone,
camplete with owver 100,000
lights in holiday Imnages like
spovwrnen and relndeer, dancing
cn the four-story wall of the
store’s Grand Court Atrium. The
shiow starts the day after Thanks-
givimg and happens throughout
the day, seven days a3 week,

FRAMNKLIN SQUARE
ELECTRICAL SPEC-
TACLE HOLIDAY

LIGHT SHOW—Presanted by
FEC0, the free show dazzles with
mare tham 50,000 Hights serto
haoliday tunes, imcluding some by
The Philly POPS. Shows start at
4:30 pm and happen every half
haour untll clasing.

READIMNG
TERMIMAL MARKET
HOLIDAY RAIL-

ROAD— Philadelphians can
always find an excuse to ston
into Reading Terminal Marker,
bt the holiday beckons with

a 500-sguare-foot model train
display winding through a tiny
Center City ard srowy COUnTry-
side. Plus, don't forget to pick up
a few gifts while you're there.,

SPOT YOURSPOT
WITH SANTA—Far
anelevated experi-

ence with 5anta, head toc One Lib-
erty Observation Deck betweaen 11
am and 2 g, where kids can have
their photo taken and detall their
waish list. Bonus: kids' admission

Is free jone child with one paying
adult! for the month of December.

SHOPS AT LIBERTY
HOLIDAY TREE—
The towering tree

will be twinkling and on most
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays in December, local
schoo! cholrs will perform at
noon, 1 pmand 2 pon. Catch
a shiows and thern stay towork
through your gift Hst.

SEE THE
MUTCRACKER—
Don't miss The

Pennsylvaria ballet deliver an en-
chanting parformance of “George
Balanchine's The Mutcracker.”

Corntinue a tradition ar start a
niew ane — visians of sugarplums
will be dancing inyour head long
after the holidays are cver.

A LONGWOOD
CHRISTMAS —
Famaous for their

parennial displaye of flowers and
foliage, Longwood Gardens is ex-
tra special during the holidays. An
18-feat Frazer Fir, over 6,000 sea-
sonal plants, dancing fountains,
holiday tures and owver a half-
million lights bedack the grownds
amd make for a magical wisit.

PLEASETOUCH
MUSEUM COUNT-
DOWN TONOON—

Just because little ones can't
guite make it to midnight doesn't
mean they can't jokn in the New
Year's celebration. Families can
experence all of the revalry —
including music, special activities
and a proger countdown oom-
plete with a raln of confetti.




