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Political Diva

Sheryl Lee Ralph talks celebrity, marriage and what she loves about Philly.

BY JESSICA GREEN

o may know Sheryl Lee Ralph (now, Ralph-Hughes)
bram lape- 19906 hie UPN relevision show = Mossha,™ o
she's sctually an accomplished acrress and philanthro-
pist |n her own right. The voungest female 1w graduane
fromm Rurgers University, Ralph originally plansed wo soudy mesdi-
came belore lwiﬂhl grary angd hu:-u:nln; Bl Acirees. Tm!.“' "
madrbed 1o Penmsylvania Stae Senator Vincent Hughes and splics
ber ime between Philadelphia and her homerown of Los Angeles,

where she produces ilse mosical “Mighty Real™ and

prmn-ntn']'hl

Diva Fownddtion, & charity thit faiees awdrences for HIVIATDS,

‘Whisl mdide you detoh from sty
Ing reedicing o professiona acting®
Reebiewe v o nist, it wikh organk
chiomustr Ie seally jast mimied me
off., 1ll mever forger walking into
thar class wich chis huge hase layiog
oy vy rabke, ready o e déssedned
aand this shing scalpel they gave me
Thhar wos .

You were ldng n Los Angebes
Wil oal arTied your FukiDand
Haow did you misot?

When | met him | wos acally o
Hircm dvery by P Yok dising 4
ol called = Tharogthly Muodem
Slilee® abemit 14 iw 15 s ago.
W werzo set up on 4 blid doge.
T years bufore ibist, o el of
e i wis the Wice Presadem

oof Diiversiry ot Parsmount sid to
e, Hwoma have to meet iy friemsd

the senatar, b’ e of the grems
paes evee”  Bue we st never crossed
parhs. Laser on e coines o Mew
Yioek, he and | meer, and st was
that. When we ot engaped, he pave
i & lighs Bilue bax with o whise
mlbon with an almanie fw die st
msilie. Thee none Fead, “soe thar yom)

sl knwew muse abious all the tlhinis
I really bowee.” That ta mé: spokc

volames: be i a man who muly love
Phully anil rhe vtate of Pemimydvansi.

Whal i it e to be marded o a
politecal Rgnes?

For me, 05 an pciress and
enderiaine ity very schisophrenic.
Thene ave outfizs in Callformia chear |
might wear as 4 celebsrity, bur mof s
i politoein’s wile. D vry aware of
vk | ams i Penesylvanis sl am
awade that there s o differvise, sa |
fust work on e It soem o weork
well fer the two of us, and | don’
il wmy neal constraings,

You camrrefte bet ween Los
Angeias ang Philedeiphia Wihan
wou are In Pennsylvania, whame do
wour soltle inP

Hame bs W Pillackedphia. [ call
Yircent the real Fresh Privoe, be was
harn anad mdsed thisre. The ooly tims
I crmes over i the other sade b when
I'mi i Saks Fafth Avesse ar Lol
amd Taybor Bevause cveryon: koo
e by my nee, dngd 1 just kove thar
el care s much,

‘Whait ks your favorite thing to do In
Pl il | phi a™

| lemve Homeygroms 1 like ro
expoeriment there. On g Line Foday
of Saturday eigl, | kive Sd Boskers
hlhn;r.l:'ijhd:'nﬂl:
wall, hain they have the best i
shrwrgp ever, Dowmiown, The Oyvaeer
Hml.lrjlpﬂﬁﬂml'hzurnmﬂ alter
doeng bot voga al Hikeam Vg,
Pliss, | really want o pet 4 bandle on
brunch, | live Sabrlina’ Cale b the
s -can b s g,

Wihen your T Rel I PainEyhania,
what cha you miss the mast abeut
It {beiidos your husband F¥

I bk rhiar Pkl phi s—amd the
whaile srate of Pendvana—s a
microonsin of America. Yoo g o
lircke hiw of all of Americs and bow
the el cowmiry feels. A kot of people
iy fhast Phally bs spick mothe o adeons
ol Mew York Clry and DoC and
Huit’s et thee case af all; Phaly is jost
boomming with possabshiey ol dae vime,
There's o vibeancy sbout the peaple
ehiskt s jiasl amEng. You doa't see
theat v a lot of orher places.

“HMighty Raal” i pour |a0esl project.
Tell s abvouf I8,

s all abwur disco. It wis versed by
the e pucen, sn Incredible man
by thie mame of Sylvester who was
ekem aveay Frona wsoall oo seon

by AJDWS: The show s abosur him
retunibng in coticert. Fuery b we
dhiv thes sheww peapdi el up dne img
i the ailes, and | feel s goced 10 be
a part of the prochection wam, We

did o small workshop st the Painted
Bk amd & wiis w0 groat, wo'ie
lewking 1o bring & back w Philly
s, [t caur reald destimation mmy s
Becadwary,

Ty Diiwi Fomaredalion & soiveedhbing
you creatod bo being swardniss fo
iR, Wihat do you hops 16
aefomipliah wilth it?

We are basad dn Los Aepeles, bt
e have smeill chapion of wosnen
i Phalidelphis, Hiwston, and up
il down Califpena; they call

che sl DEYAS, | jus broughn
my daughter am bissrd w0 Pm peally
harprinny e someday she aed my
sirf) el rake i oved Bociuss | belicve
thar men amd women have o be
invaleed n the convorsston with
their chaldren shes health, well-

bty and wi,

Your oftan pramate soif-geowth, sa
Ligll uih, wheie wiEF Sheeryl Los Fain-
Hugihas grow nost?

I jasc think about living the happest,
it i el D thaae 0 can. | wioakd
really hove oo wee anl develop same
projeces that help young people

in Phalosdelplia neaBly grasp the

e phat they can move beyond
porerty. When in conses po my ar,
P bookieg for tnorher scris,

P ksokiee far more ilin and

the msuskals thar will come aftes
“Mighty Real™ becawse | ser thue
itk ing s wae | woast tiny Kids o
prcen ap Balthy amd iy hashaod 1w
b Beapp

WHERE GLUESTRCOK
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